
What is a Classical Education? 

The classical approach to education can be described as 

a journey to meaning.  It begins with students acquiring 

knowledge through a wide familiarity with literature, 

history, science, math, music, arts, people, and places.  

Liberty’s purpose is to lead young people on an odyssey 

of the mind and heart, which will steer them towards 

self-reliance.  

What we are about… 

Liberty’s academic program reflects an essential 

insight: Many school children today are not only 

deficient in basic factual knowledge, but they may not 

have the skills to develop the discipline and habits 

necessary to learn.  Five key components are designed 

to meet this need at Liberty: 
 

➢ Core Knowledge Curriculum 

➢ Emphasis on Literacy 

➢ Solid Skill Development 

➢ Thinking 

Framework 

➢ Character 

Education 

➢ Core Knowledge 

Knowledge Builds upon Knowledge! 

Liberty’s curriculum, the Core Knowledge Sequence, 

encompasses language arts, mathematics, science, 

history, geography, fine arts, and physical education. 

The curriculum is characterized by knowledge that is  

✓ Solid – lasting, unchanging knowledge such as important 

events of world history;  
 

✓ Sequenced – a planned progression building on students’ 

previous knowledge and eliminating excessive repetition 

and gaps; 
 

✓ Specific – clearly defined knowledge at each grade level 

ensuring fairness for all students; 
 

✓ Shared – providing all children, regardless of 

background, with the shared knowledge they need to be 

included in our national literate culture. 

➢ Literacy  

Classic Books, Substantial Content! 

Classic literature appropriate to the age and ability of 

each child is read extensively.  

Students are exposed to high 

quality reading materials to 

stimulate their interests and 

engage their minds.  

 

➢ Skills 

The 3R’s and then some! 

The skills of learning – reading, writing, calculating and 

speaking – are learned through a combination of 

curriculum content, modeling, coaching, and sensible 

practice. Liberty teachers help students develop skills 

using specific programs including Shurley Grammar, 

Open Court Reading, and Singapore Math. Phonics 

instruction begins in kindergarten. 
 

 

➢ Thinking Framework 

More than just the facts! 

It is not enough to acquire knowledge.  The ability to 

see patterns and analyze facts is necessary to be able to 

influence and improve the world around us.  At Liberty, 

progressive thinking skills, unique to each discipline, 

are used to guide students in applying discernment to 

knowledge.  
 

 

➢ Character Education 

Character Counts! 

Core Knowledge encompasses more than just its 

curriculum. Liberty’s foundation stones – Respect, 

Responsibility, Cooperation, Self Control, 

Perseverance, Integrity, and Citizenship – define our 

school culture and are expected behavior for Liberty 

students. Character is developed through a coherent 

program of expectations, modeling, and study of 

historical and literary figures.  Our smaller student body 

means faculty and staff know Liberty students by name 

and help ensure student accountability.   

But that’s not all… 
As a charter school, Liberty has the autonomy and 

flexibility to further enhance our academic program. 

 

Science for the 21st Century  

The Core Knowledge science curriculum is 

expanded to include units relevant to today’s 

advancements in science.  Our science lab offers 

students the opportunity to apply thinking skills for 

science beginning in the primary grades.    

 

Computer Technology  

Liberty goes beyond teaching basic computer 

applications. Students in grades 7-8 learn the 

historical impact of technology, the building blocks 

of a computer, basic hardware and operating system 

architecture, and the principles that underlie 

computer programming. 

 

Foreign Language Begins in Kindergarten 

The acquisition and appreciation of other languages 

is essential to understanding one’s own. Latin 

vocabulary, the root of all Romance languages, is 

taught throughout the grades with language 

instruction beginning in 4th grade.  

 

Music… on a Different Note  

In addition to music history and 

theory included in the Core 

Knowledge curriculum, students 

gain an appreciation for music 

and develop abstract thinking 

skills by learning to play recorder 

(grade 3) and guitar (grade 4), 

followed by electives in band, 

orchestra, and choir (grades 5-8).  

 

Economics… a Demand to Know 

An understanding of basic economic principles 

enhances the study of history as children advance in 

their understanding of the world and how the past 

informs the present. 



 

Teachers at the Heart  

Teachers are the center of every 

successful school. Without high 

quality teachers, the best of 

educational practices will never 

come to fruition. Liberty’s 

dedicated professional teachers are trained in Core 

Knowledge and have devoted thousands of hours to 

creating lesson plans that support our curriculum and 

bring it to life. True leaders in education, our teachers 

read, study, and collaborate to develop best practices 

and continually hone their skills.  

 

Parents Play a Part 

Parents are active participants in the educative process 

supporting children’s academic progress and moral 

values, volunteering on committees, assisting teachers 

in the classroom, and serving on the Board of Directors. 
 

A Learning Environment inside 

Liberty enrollment is limited to three classes per grade 

enabling students to build personal relationships with 

teachers and long-lasting friendships with students. A 

dress code for students helps set the school apart as a 

place of academic dignity and minimizes competition 

among students. Our rich curriculum, well-trained 

teachers, and standards for behavior combine to create a 

safe atmosphere where students want to learn.   
 

And outside the classroom 

Athletics and extracurricular activities including after-

school clubs, Student Council, family social events, and 

school dances provide opportunities for students to 

cultivate leadership, teamwork, and sportsmanship. 

 The Liberty Eagles 

participate in the 

Northern Plains League 

fielding teams in Soccer, 

Volleyball, Basketball, 

and Track and Field for 

junior high students.  

 Our intramural and recreation leagues provide a 

wide range of athletic opportunities for students 

including basketball, indoor soccer, and floor 

hockey. 

What is a charter school? A charter school is a 

public school operating within a public school district. 

A contract with the local board of education allows a 

charter school to operate free from specified district 

policies and state regulations thereby allowing more 

flexible and innovative ways of educating children.  
 

How are charter schools funded? Charter schools 

receive a portion of the per pupil revenues provided by 

the State to school 

districts. In addition, a 

school district may choose 

to provide a charter school 

with the school’s per pupil 

share of funds from other 

sources, such as local bond revenues.   Liberty operates 

on  

roughly 2/3 of the per pupil revenue of other PSD 

schools.   But wait ‘til you see how we stretch those 

dollars!   
 

Does Liberty charge tuition?  No.  
  

How is Liberty governed?  Liberty is governed by a 

Board of Directors, comprised of parents and elected by 

the school community.  The Board is responsible for 

ensuring compliance with our Charter and is 

accountable to the PSD Board of Education. 
 

Where can I read Liberty’s Charter and learn more 

about its philosophy? Visit our web page at 

http://libertycommon.org.  We also recommend all 

parents read the following books:  The Schools We 

Need by E.D. Hirsch, Cultural Literacy by E.D. Hirsch, 

and Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right From Wrong by W. 

Kilpatrick.  
 

How do I enroll my child at Liberty? Complete a 

lottery pool form available online.  You will be notified 

when a space is available.  
LIBERTY COMMON SCHOOL (K-6) 

1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO   80525 
Phone: (970) 482-9800 

Fax: (970) 482-8007                   
LIBERTY COMMON HIGH SCHOOL (7-12) 

2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525 
Phone: (970)672-5500 
Fax: (970) 672-5499 

Web Site: http://libertycommon.org 

Email: info@libertycommon.org        
 

LIBERTY COMMON SCHOOL is an authorized public charter school of 

Poudre School District (PSD). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Nationally Recognized Blue Ribbon 

School 

   * 

A John J. Irwin School of Excellence 

  * 

An Official Core Knowledge Visitation Site  

 

Kindergarten through Grade 6 

 

Our Mission 
is to provide excellence and fairness in 

education through a common 

foundation. This is achieved by 

successfully teaching a contextual body 

of organized knowledge, the values of a 

democratic society, and the skills of 

learning. In short, we teach  

“common knowledge, common virtues, 

common sense.” 

http://libertycommon.org/
mailto:libertycommon@psd.k12.co.us

